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SUBJECT BOTSWANA FOREIGN MINISTER SPEAKS ON SUPPORT FOR ZIMBABWE 
PATRIOTIC FRONT 

1 . SUMMARY: HEREWITH ARE TRANSMITTED SALIENT POINTS OF MARCH 25 
STATEMENT TO PARLIAMENT BY MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MOGWE. 

THE SPEECH EXPLAINS WHY BOTSWANA AND OTHER FRONTLINE STATES 
SUPPORT PATRIOTIC FRONT, BUT AT SAME TIME CAUTIONS THAT IT SHOULD 
NOT BE SEEN AS ONLY REPRESENTATIVE OF ZIMBABWE PEOPLES. COMMENT 
BYSEPTEL. END SUMMARY. 

2. MOGWE BEGAN BY NOTHING THAT LUSAKA MEETING OF FRONTLI NE HEADS 
OF STATE (JANUARY 9, 1977) GAVE PROMINENCE TO PATRIOTIC FRONT BY 
PLEDGING FULL POLITICAL. MATERIAL AND DIPLOMATIC SUPPORT TO THE 
PATRIOTIC FRONT TO ENABLE THEM TO REALIZE THE OBJECTIVES OF THEIR 
JUST STRUGGLE . HE CONTINUED BY OUTLINING THE PAST THREE YEARS 
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HISTORY OF FAILED NEGOTIATIONS WITH SMITH. DIVISIONS WITHIN AND 
BETWEEN THE ZIMBABWEAN NATIONALIST POLITICAL MOVEMENTS, AND THE 
UNFORTUNATE ATTEMPTS TO UNIFY THEIR MILITARY CADRES INTO ZIPA. 

3. LAUNCHING INTO HIS MAIN THEME, MOGWE SAID: QUOTE: THE PROLIFE- 
RATION OF LIBERATION ARMIES IN ZIMBABWE WOULD BE A VERY UNFORTUNATE D 
EVELOPMENT. 

DEVELOPMENT. IT COULD NOT POSSIBLY SPEED UP THE LIBERATION OF 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


THAT COUNTRY. ON THE CONTRARY. THE EXISTENCE OF NUMEROUS RIVAL 
LIBERATION ARMIES WOULD ONLY DELAY, AND INJECT EVEN MORE BITTERNESS 
INTO, THE STRUGVLE FOR THE ACHIEVEMENT OF INDEPENDENCE. THE 
PARAMOUNT NEED IN THE ZIMBABWE LIBERATION STRUGGLE IS FOR UNITY. AND 
THE FORMATION OF THE PATRIOTIC FRONT 

AND THE FORMATION OF THE PATRIOTIC FRONT WAS AN IMPORTANT STEP 
IN THIS DIRECTION. IT WAS FOR THIS REASON THAT THE FRONT LINE 
PRESIDENTS PLEDGED TO GIVE THE FRONT POLITICAL, MATERIAL AND 
DIPLOMATIC SUPPORT. BUT HTE SEARCH FOR UNITY SHOULD NOT END WITH 
THE FORMATION OF THE PATRIOTIC FRONT. THIS SEARCH MUST CONTINUE 
UNTIL THE LIBERATION MOVEMENT IN ZIMBABWE SPEAKS WITH ONE VOICE. 
QUOTE: THE COMMUNIQUE ISSUED BY THE FRONTLINE PRESIDENTS TO 
ANNOUNCE THEIR SUPPORT FOR THE PATRIOTIC FRONT DID NOT CONCERN 
ITSELF WITH THE QUESTION OF RECOGNITION, AND RIGHTLY SO. FOR THE 
PLEDGE OF SUPPORT FOR THE PATRIOTIC FRONT DID NOT IMPLY THE 
WITHDRAWAL OF RECOGNITION FROM OTHER ZIMBABWEAN LIBERATION GOUPS. 
NOR IS IT FOR THE FRONTLINES PRESIDENTS OR ANYBODY ELSE OTHER 
THAN THE PEOPLE OF ZIMBABWE THEMSELVES TO DECIDE WHO SHOULD 
LEAD THAT COUNTRY AFTER IT IS LIBERATED. TO DO SO WOULD BE 
TO DENY THE PEOPLE OF ZIMBABWE ONE OF THEIR FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS. 
QUOTE: I AM AWARE, HOWEVER, THAT THE DECISION OF THE FRONTLINE 
PRESIDENTS HAS BEEN WIDELY MISINTERPRETED. IT IS SAID . FOR 
INSTANCE , THAT IN EXPRESSING THEIR SUPPORT FOR THE PATRIOTIC 
FRONT THE FRONTLINE PRESIDENTS ARE, IN EFFECT, REJECTING THE 
CREDENTIALS OF THE OTHER LIBERATION MOVEMENTS, CHOOSING THE 
FUTURE LEADERS OF ZIMBABWE AND IMPOSING THOSE LEADERS ON THE 
PEOPLE OF THAT COUNTRY. IF THIS WERE INDEED SO, BOTSWANA 
WOULD HAVE HAD NO PART IN THE EXERCISE. 

QUOTE: IN THE VIEW OF THE BOTSWANA GOVERNMENT, NO ZIMBABWEAN 
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LIBERATION GROUP IS IRRELEVANT TO THE LIBERATION STRUGGLE IN 
THAT COUNTRY. ALSO , BOTSWANA IS TOO STRONGLY COMMITED TO THE 
PRINCIPLE OF SELF- DETERMINATION EVER TO PERMIT ITSELF TO INDULGE 
IN THE KIND OF INTERFERENCE SUGGESTED BY OUR CRITICS. OUR SOLE 
INTEREST IN THAT COUNTRY IS TO SEE ITS PEOPLE ACHIEVE THEIR 
INDEPENDENCE. H THUS ALTHOUGH WE RECOGNISE AND SUPPORT THE 
PATRIOTIC FRONT AS A STEP IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION. WE REJECT 
ANY SUGGESTION THAT IT SHOULD BE REGARDED AS THE ONLY REPRESE- 
NTATIVE OF THE PEOPLE OF ZIMBABWE. THAT IS FOR THE PEOPLE 
OF ZIMBABWE THEMSELVES TO DECIDE. OUR DESIRE IS TO SEE ZIMBABWE 
LIBERATED AND FREE FROM ALL FOREIGN AND IMPERIALIST INTERFERENCE 
SO THAT AS NEIGHBORS WE CAN TOGETHER CONTINUE THE FIGHT AGAINST 
THE POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC PROBLEMS OF OUR REGION. END QUOTE. 

4. COMMENT FOLLOWS BY SEPTEL. 

NORLAND 
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